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MIDDLE WEST WOULD SUFFER MOST IN CASE
OF FOREIGN INVASION IS LESSON LEARNED IN
EUROPE’S WAR, ASSERTS FREDERICK PALMER

Any Great Power, Such as Germany, France or Japan, Could
Land an Army So Powerful in Numbers that the
- U. S. Would Be Utterly Helpless, He Says.

By FREDERICK PALMER.

HAT part oi the United States should take the most selfish interest in preparedness?

Not the Atlantic coast, facing the armaments of all Europe : not the Pacific coast, exposed
between the walls of the Rockies and Asia—but the middle west.

The great war proves that proximity to the firing line does not imply more suffering than

distance from it

One of its clearest lessons for us is that in case of an invasion of the United States

by a foreign power, or any combination of foreign powers, the Mississippi valley would be the hardest

hit of any portion of the country.

Only the regions occupied by the invader and where the fighting actually took place would suf-
fer more distress in heart and pocket than the west.

The farms of the west produce some of our sturdiest sons.
the ‘courage of the Iron Brigade in the civil war.
less common on the banks of the Missouri than the banks of the Hudson.

They would go into battle with all
Mourning among wives and mothers would be no

The men who would die

§n deiense of the country would come from all sections, and from the taxpayers of the west as well
as the east would come the money to wage the war of defense.

The west is our great producer of raw materials.
exports of raw materials and agricultural products would cease overnight.

If a superior navy should blockade our coasts all

We should see sixty—

perhaps forty cent wheat. The only market for our raw materials would be within our own borders.
The west would be the worst sufferer from this stagnation of its normal trade in raw materials, the
products of its millions of fertile acres.

The great corn belt and the outlying territory can boast of no munition plants and few factories for
the making of uniforms, boots, belts, blankets, tents. knapsacks, any .of the material which an army
consumes. Three-fourths of the war money paid out by employers to employes in such work would go
to the eastern seaboard and immediately contiguous territory.

Towns in France Are Cited.

The would send ils men away
to camps facing the enemy. It would
lose its most abundant and energetic
producers, while the east would gain
consuimers. Western towns would be
in the position of those of France

which are farthest from the front.
They wait for the lists of the casual-
ties with idle hands, for business is
dendi In them. Their makers of busi-
ness nre at the front facing the enemy
—and dying; and the commerce that an
vreates does not reach back to

west

army
tire=e towns. So it would be in the
west in war time in America.

The most prosperous towns in France
today are the manufacturing towns and
those within the zone of the armies.
Here the troops spend their pay. The
town occupied by British headquarters
thirives exceedingly. Many a shop-
keeper sticks to his shop in the zone
of =hell fire because the soldiers, when
they have their turn out of the
trenches, are =uch good customers. The
farmers have markets for their eggs
amnd vegetables. Many a small fortune
{8 being accumulated out of that gen-
ercusiy spending British army, for the
soldier. when he is off duty in time of
war, not knowing but that he will be
dead tomorrow, is not given to hag-
gling over prices.

I.et us suppose that New England has
Besn occupled by the enemy. There
will be hundreds of thousands of refu-
gre< fleeing before his troops. The
weil-to-do among them will spend their
money, and public money for the care
@f the poor will be spent, back of the
American front in the eastern states.
The west will have to give and give
and give to their refygee fellow-coun-
trymen and receive little in return.
The west will suffer as the south of
France suffers while counting its dead
in the midst of “hard times™

1.2t the enemy reach the Hudson, and
the rezion of central New York and
Pennsylvania will become the center
of grest training camps, There will be
a boom like that of a western mining
camp of shacks rising from bare

ound. Carpenters and masons will

needed for the bullding of bar-
yacks: market produce and every form
of transport will be in demand. The
local tobacconist, candymaker and pie-
maker will be unable to care for his
trade.

War Profits No One in Ena.

If the enemy does not strike at our
@wn shoresy but tries to take the Pana-
ma canal or violate the Monrae doc-
trine by an attempt at colonization In
Bouth America, it will be the coast
towns and the gunmakers and the

shipyards and the manufacturers of
army material who none the less will
prosper. But do not think that this
means profit for the east in the end.

Only one section will have to pay more
of the ¢ost than another., For war
profits no one in the end. It is de-
struction; and destruction cannot be
eonstruction, Whatever ravages ans
invaded section suffers all other sec-

tlons must assist in paying for in the

end. The sguth of France must help
pay for the restoration of the ruined
town= on the northern and eastern

frontiers of France, If no indemnity is
won from Germany, then the big appro-
priations must and wiil be made for that
purpose at the end of the war. French-
men already speak of this outcome as
a matter of patriotic duty and economie
wisdom.

Not =an Francisco alone, but the
whole United States, suffered from the
losses du+ to that clty's earthquake
and fire. The fortunes of all parts of
& nation, and in a measure of all parts
of the world, are bound up together.
You cannot strike a blow at one part
without striking all. Should we lose
the Panama canal, we should still have
to g0 on paying interest on the money
we =pent in building it. which would
be mo much lost capital.

Preparedness 15 no more
than oz A man may still be abie
10 une arms if his leg is cut off,
Put shortiy after the amputation, when

sectional

he begins to use his crutches, he will

find that it isn’t only his leg that

Puffers, but hisx whale human plant.
When vou defend your own home you

Are defending your brother's also. If
¥your neighbors= is attacked and you
-sfend by without any actipn until
Yyours s attacked, that is just the thing
v Wi nts. He might not he
io ek vou If you both fought
toserh but he can get yvou both if
Be mas sirike vou singly South of
Franece, central France, ail of France
was a unit, amnd this saved France.
¥ the lesson of the French
o in this war to the Ameri-
CAn demoeracy in preparedness,

United States Open to Invasion.

But can the (U'nited States be in-
waded” [t can and every man who is
eonversant with modern military prog-

resa knows it can, even though there
is something too startling about the
thought to receive the credence of the
Averas when he sits down to
his griddle cakes the morning.
Bu! the imaginative things the fiction
writers have been portraving as hap-

Ke ¢ilizen

pening with the invasion would neot
take place. The skyscrapers of New
York will never tumble under seven-

teen-inch shells of the enemy's guns,
nor is an enemy army likely to march
on Chicageo.

There would be no use in bombarding
New York. The enemy would not
waste shells in that way He had
rather take half the value of the gky-
scrapers in gold out of the subtreas-

ury and in “promises to pay.” The
Germans did not need to hombard
1s; they had to throw only a

few shells into Antwerp. They, marched
in. 8o an enemy would march into New
York.

To destroy New York would be like
killing the goose that laid the golden
8EE. These great European armies are

actical business institutions. They

not waste ammunition for senti-

ment. All the towns destroyed have
been in the fighting lines. e r-
mans did not injure Lille, which is

well back of the western front. They
d@id take the machinery from the fae-

less we pald to keep it.

After the enemy was established in
the city hall, the New York police
would still patrol their beats; the local
firemen would put out fires as usual;
culprits would be tried for misde-
meanors in the local police courts. But
no New Yorker would be allowed to
bear arms. If he wanted to go outside
the city he must have a puss. An
alien =oldier could enter a house at
any time and take the husband or son
away for trial before a military court
on the charge of aiding the “enemy,
who would be his fellow-citizens of
the shirt sleeves army wiggling help-
lessly about the region of the Alle-
ghenies trying to form an army.

The newspapers might publish only
what the enemy told them they might.
They would be reduced to single
sheets; and If they refused to behave,
thev would be suppressed and the mili-
tary governor would publish his own,
which would be strictly official. On the
dead walls he would paste hia bulletins
of directions to the public for its con-
duct under military law; also little
placards telling of the execution of
sples as a warning to any others who
might try to send information to the
American troops. How would New
York like that?

Loss of Liberty Not Appreciated.

Such were the conditions in Brussels,
where 1 spent Christmas of 1914 under
the Germans. Granted that the Ger-
mans applied only the strict letter of
the law, and vou have atill a situation
which can be realized only by actual
experience. No man knows what the
los= of his liberty means until he loses
it. We have had ours too long to ap-
preciate its value. Feople who lived in
New Jersney while Washington was at
Valley Forge 140 years ago, if they
could come to life, would give us some
valuable hints. Your feeling as you
see an alien soldier with bavonet fixed
pacing up and down in front of your
door is one of indescribable humilia-
tion and helpless rage. It is useless to
squirm; a spiked giant’'s hand helds
vou fast.

New York would be told to keep on
working for the enemy, making money
for him—why should the enemy march
to Chicago?

And what could Chicago do? The
middle west has no munition plants; iz
has no means of defense. When the
coast cities fall, Chicago falls. To pro-
long the struggle would only mean
more destruction and more cost. We
should pay vast indemnities for peace,
and where, oh, where, would be the

Monroe doctrine? Ask the enemy's
staff quartered in the Pan-American
building in Warhington.

“More wolf ery,” you say. “This is

a8 bad as the motion pictures and the
fiction alarmists.” Perhaps. 1 have
nothing to do with that. T am only
trying to deal with military evidence.
I do not know that America will ever
£0 To war. After what | have seen in
this and other wara I think that war is
the most silly and wasteful business, as
well as the most useless kind of mur-
der, in which human nature indulges.
But this feeling on the part of many
people does not prevent the existence
of the great European armies. There
are somewhere between eighty and
one hundred thousand guns and twenty
million men on the continent of Europe
engaged in slaughter, and they repre-
sent the kind of power whieh can be
resisted only with its own kind.
Germany, with a free hand, for ex-|
ample, could take New York in three!
maonths, if not in two, once the sea was
ciear. [f our navy fought, it would be
beaten unless our light cruisers can
fizght battle cruisers and our efficiency
is as two to one against the German
navy. FHerbhaps it is. If so, the opin-
ion is not held by any military observ-
ers or by our own officers.

Possibilities in Transport Service.

But how would the Germans ever
reach us across the great Atlantic
ocean” FPeople still ask that guestion.

Ships will still float, though some citi-
zens of the interior of the country
seem (o forget that. Ships were never
%9 large. Lhey have never bheen able to
travel so fast as today. How did the
British reach us in 18127 They trans-
ported enough troops, while they were
engaged in fighting Napoleon, to take
our capital. They had to use sailing
vessels of 500 to 1,500 tons burden,
which made the vovage in two or three

weeks. For the size of our population
we had a larger avallable army, bet-
ter equipped to fight under the condi-
tions of that day than we have today.
Though ships are largzer and faster
than in 1812, the Atlantic is net a bit
broader. While steam has come and
the sea lanem of the world have been
shortened, the dlameter of the globe
remzins the same.

In the Russo-Japanese war, at the
saime time that she was already feed-
ing 190,000 men In Manchuria and Ko-
rea, Japan transported on a slngle fleet
of transports 50,000 men, with thelir full
complement of guns and cavalry and
transport—a complete army. Japan's
merchant marine is small beside that
of England and Germany. If England
had not come into the war we should
have seen what Germany could do in
the way of sea transport. Indeed, had
England stayed out, we should already
have universal service In this country,
and we should be in a fever of mili-
tary preparation which would not allow
us to send a singie shell abroad.

The German staff had more than one
plan of campaign ggainst France and
Russla. Hawing ouar attentlon cen-
tered only on the work of her army,
we cannat realize what she could have
done by sea. With the sea commanded
by her fleet and the Austrian, she would
have blockaded the coast of France, and
France would have been cut off from
communication with the world by the
German navy, just as Germany now ls
by the British navy. We should have
waked up some morning to find that
sermany had landed 200,000 men on the
French coast, and that more were com-
ing. When she was sure that she had
done for France and her legions had
advanced overiand to finish Russia, she
would have landed another force in the
Gulf of Riga, striking the Russian army
from the rear, while very likely an

gfories home, and an enemy would take

anything he wanted in New York un-!Albania and struck Serbia from the

rear.

Advantage of Oversea Attack.

These plans were just as well worked
out as the ones which were used by
Germany. It was a case of applying
the plan suited to the situation of the
hour when war began. The lesson is
in the value of sea power and the ad-
vantage of attacking over sea, which
permits of a surprise concentration,
which land warfare does not.

When an army moves on land its ob=-
Jective cannot be well concealed. Spies
and the aeroplane watch it. Railroad
facilities are a guide to the enemy, who
knows how many troops can be moved
to a certain point in certain time and
can regulate his own concentration to
meet yours. Consider a hundred trans-
ports &t sea with a hundred thousand
men and full equipment on board.

The flotilla moves up and down at
will, self-contained, limited by no rail-
road lines, by no roadg,_ or motor or
horse trunsport, compact, ready to de-
scend in mass wherever it chooses, with
the enemy uncertain until the moment
of striking where you mean to strike.
To England, with her immense re-
sources in ships, we must turn to =ee
what might be done in this regpect, If
the lesson of South Africa were not
enough. She has at the present time
more than a million men over sea,
both men and guns entirely fed by sea

transport. Meanwhile her population
is dependent for its own food on her
sea-carrying trade and vou see the

flags of British merchantmen in every
harbor in the world. How small the
capacity of a rallroad train compared
to that of a great ship which ig not
tied to the rails, but has the whole
sea for its track!
It is more than half the diztance from
England to Egypt of that from Europe
to the I['nited States, yet while she
was feeding her great army in France,
her army in India and her Mesopota-
mlan and other expeditions, “unpres
pared” England sent to Gallipoli an
army larger than we could muster for
the defense of the Atlantic seaboard
before the cordon of an invading force
could be drawn around New York,
“But she did not succeed at Gallipoll,™
You say.

Why British Failed at Gallipoli.

It was no fault of her concentration
by transports, as the Germans and the
Turks will tell you: and they ought to
know. Forewarned in ample time that
the landing was to be made, the Turka
had the shorez set with barbed wire
and their guns and infantry machine
guns concentrated for the reception of
the visitors. Had the British troops
appeared just after the Queen Eliza-
beth had finished her bombardment
they could have had evervthing their
own way. The failure was due, then,
not to inability to gather a vast force
on board transports and disembark
them promptly, hut to absence of ihe
factor of surprise.

The British were limited as to land-
ing places. It was obvious that they
would try Gallipoli. But any Euro-
pean power or group of powers which
undertook to invade the ['nited States
would be in a much better position for
a surprise. The enemy would have a
much longer coast line from which to
choose his point of attack. Turkey
had some 400,000 trained soldiers under
arme and the Germans had organized
the Turkish army under the German
Bystem It was homogeneous, pre-
pared for ils task. Many Englishmen
who have fought bhoth in Flanders and
atoGallipoli say that the Turk, direct-
ed by the German staff, is a better
man than the German himself. bae
that as it may, Turkey was prepared
for the emergency, and, being pre-
pared, Constantinople was saved de-
spite the magnificent charges of the
British and the Australians. One hun-
dred and twenty thousand casualties
the British had at Galllpoli and all the

wounded were brought to base hos-
pitals by sea and all the men to fill
the gaps In the ranks brought from

England by eea

How many men and how much equip-
ment can be sent on a fléet of transports
is a mutler of mathematical calculatlon.
Nothing i quite so definite as sea trans-
port work. You have given quantities of
space amnd supplies to deal with., If vou
have ever seen passengers and freight
being embarked at a New York pier on a
great transatlantic liner you know the
systematic speed and facility with which
it Is loaded.

Had Germany been free to invade
America instead of going to war with the
allies, by using 50 per cent of her tonnage
she could have put on board a single ex-
pedition of 387,000 men as part of a com-
plete army which would include 81,000
animals: France could have transported
160,000 men and 32,000 animals; Japan
95,000 men and 24,000 animals. In each
case this would mean an army as ready
In every detail to take the fleld as those
which took the fleld in Europe at the
outset of the present war or which Japan
sent to Manchuria ten years ago.

Uncertainty of Coast Attack.

The time required for passage and land-
ing would be from two to three weeks
from the outbreak of war. In an addi-
tional three to six weeks more than dou-
bie this number of men could be disem-
barked. Therefore we could count on the
possibility of from a quarter of a mil-
lion to three-quarters of a million troops
on our soil in three months sent by a sin-
gle power. In that time we might gather
200.0!{0 men into a force which lacked

L y and q quip

If we should be struck from the Pacific
at the same time as the Atlantic coast,
In which direction would our little army
turn first? Think of its situation with a
vast stretch of coast line, knowing that
an enemy was going to strike, but not
knowing where. We should have only
thirty or forty sea or army planes to do
our scouting. The fleet of enemy trans-
ports, protected by its fighting fleet and
destroyers, could range up and down to
?leuln us as to the point of disembarka-

on.

At night they might appear off the Jer-
sey coast and then, lights down, under
the cover of darkness, they would steam
back toward New England and with the

Austrian force would have landed

inlbreak of day under the protecting fire of

hundreds of guns they would beach their
lighter transports, as the British did at
Gallipoli, and the soldiers would pour over
their sides or through the opening made
in the sides for them.

By night the enemy might have more
than the total mobile force of the United
States regular army ashore. His aero-
planes would be coursing far and near;
those members of the local population
who belonged to his spy syvstem would
come in to report to the enemy command-
er the location of our forces.

Concentrated at one point, knowing
precisely our situation and precisely
wha? he was going to do, all the ad-
vantage of initiative would be with the
invader. We should have to conform
to his plans—not he to ours, FProb-
ably he would find nothing in front of
him except the Rhode Island National
Guard. Wouldn't every state demand
that its guard be kept at home for local
?efenae'.’ Isn't that what the guard is
or,

Fake Landings Delude Troops.

Literally every rod of the coast of
England is patroled against any raid
or surprise—this, when the German
navy is bottled up and the British navy
commands the sea. Who will do the
patroling of our own coast? The enemy
may land in five or six different places
He may make two or three “fake”
landings. where he puts his troops
ashore for a day or two, long encugh
to =et ours in motion toward the point
before he withdraws overnight and
sails away. That little regular army
of ours would be baited from all sides
without knowing which way to march.
If it rushed toward every point of
alarm it would be whipped around the
post without accomplishing anything.
The best it could do would be to form
a center of mobilization and wait for
the enemy to show his hand. Indeed,
to attempt to resist the landing with
our present military forces would be
utter folly. We could not afford 1o
risk our nucleus of an army in that
fashion. All our army might be pre-
paring to defend Norfolk and Washing-
ton when the enemy was withdrawing
from that region and striking his main
blow toward New York and Boston. He
would have his immense fleet of ships
and we should be dependent upon rail-
road trains. Besides, we could hardly
mobilize our troops from our scattered
posts before the enemy was well on his
Wway across the Atlantic. Then we
should need a point of concentration
in order that our scattered forces
might be whipped into something like
a homogeneous working organization.

Valley Forge Experience Repeated.

It would not do to send them out in
detail to be beaten by the enemy. Then
we should have no nucleus remaining.
There would be nothing left as a hasis
for building a larger army of volun-
teers. It would bhe a case of Washing-

ton at Valley Forge over again. Proh-
ably no wise commander who had our
present military establishment would
attempt ‘to risk battle this side of the
Alleghenies. He might try to harass
the enemy with guerilla irregulars and
our excellent cavalry—but that is all
He could nof resist the enemy’'s main
force, not even to protect Washington,
after what Europe has taught us of
the ecelerity of modern armies. There
would be a scuttling of congressmen
and a rush of clerks to get archives on
board railroad trains, and the Presi-
dent’s special would run in the dead of
night through an amazed and panic-
stricken land to the new White House
in Cincinnati, Cleveland or Loulsville.

Of course, the enemy would have
foreseen precisely what was going to
happen. He would have counted upon

the advantage of our confusion as the
result of his sudden blow. This is «
part of the simplest provision of mili-
tary powersz which organize in peace
for sudden blows with the modern ma-
chinery of war, which requires so
much time to create,

A sereen of infantry and guns ardd
machine guns would protect his estab-
lishment of his base securely. Soon
hie ecavalry would be sweeping across
country, his motor machine guns and
motor cycle scouts would be running
along the roads. Hi=z planes would
hover_ over New York and Boston,
dropping a few bombs to keep the fire
department busy and to prevent the
population from becoming too com-
placent—not to mention a few hombs
on the concentration camp, which
would be somewhat chaotic, as no
preparations for its establishment had
been made before the war. Then, when
the enemy had his great force ready,
as ready as that which burst the bar-
rier of Maubeuge and Namur through
Belgium into France, ready as the Bul-
garians were when they “Jumped”
Herbia, or the British navy was—
ready, oh, quite ready—it would take
the road, brushing aside any opposi-
tion with overpowering numbers and
machinery while its cavalry and its
motor machine gurs swepl around
New York as Jeb Stuart swept around
MeClelan's army, blowing up railroad
culverts and dropping the “pans of
bridges.

Big Coast Guns Valueless.

Then one morning the rattle of the
milk trains would not be heard on
their way to morning coffee and to the
sustenance of the babies of New York,
All railroad traffic with XNew York
would have ceamed. A zone of the
wooden houses of our suburbhs in

flames—so very inflammable compared
to those of Europe—would form

other siege line, provided that there
were guerilla resistance, Every one
who tried 1o pass would find himself
faced by a sentry as the enemy army
drew in its lines. What next? The
enemy commander-in-chief would gend
for the mayor of New York, who would
come, as Max of Brussels came. Like
Max, he might send out word without
walting for an invitation. He would
plead for his city—the second city in
size in the world.

“But we will have the higx Euns of
our coast defenses,” he would say. “You
have not yet brought the main body
of your army in range of them or of
the guns of our navy, which are at
anchor in the North river."

The commander-in-chief would smile
with the indulgence of a military ex-
pert at the politician, g

“Yes, they are excellent
of your const
Your navy, too,” he would say, “But
they are to be fired against armored
#hips. You have no infantry to defend
your town. You Americans overlooked
the lesson of Namur's fall, and how the
French held Verdun. If one of those
big shells happened to hit our infantry
line it would get only a few men and
make 2 big hole in the ground. Yours
are more likely to destroy American
property. We don't want vou to do
that. OQur infantry can go into New
York by force. But, of course, that
means unnecessary destruction, and, of
course, as your big gun® have -no in-
fantry to protect them, we can take
them, loo.”

“And our fleet? Must we yield that?”
the mayor would ask.

“Naturally, unless il prefers to fight
against our superior numbers. No
doubt they will, but if they don't, they
will fire the magazines. Still, | regret
seeing such fine ships destroved. If
you surrender them, we shall take that
into conslderation. We shall lay less
indemnity.”

“But,” continues the mayor, “we have
a big army forming in your rear. It
will come to our rescue. Besides, we
have more food than you thipk. On
short rations we can hold out for many
weeks. 1 tell you that we shall not
submit to such humiliating terms, We
will fight.”

an-

BEuns,

those
defense—and

those of

Enemy’s Calculations Exact.

“I have too high an opinion of your
intelligence to ask you what New
York will fight with,” the enemy com-
mander replies. “Is it the brooms of
your sireet cleaning department, which
you will ind more efficient, by the way,
under our military discipline when we
come to take charge of the city? Our
intelligence service informs us that
you have at present in your concen-
tration camp 0,000 regulars, 60,000 Na-
tional Guardsmen, and really, we hard-
ly count the volunteers. Our line
around New York is very thin, as we
face no infantry. We have more than
equal numbers to spare Lo meet your
army and have chosen our positions
and fortified them, as the Germans did
when they fell on the Aisne line. As
for your food supply, might I tell you
exactly what it 18? We have made eE-
act calculations before the war, and

our intelligence service inalde the city

before we cut off traffic had kept an
exact account of the additional sup-
plies that were rushed in. Are not my
figures correct? 1 see that they are.
Bread riots are bound to occur. Have
you sufficient police force to cope with
them? I am afraid that you will have
to call us in to restore order, which
means bloodshed. Then think of the

infant mortality witheut ice and mitk .

at this season of the year. D

“But these terms are murderous, un-
civilized 41

“War is war. Why did we raise and
equip this immense army? Murderous?
I would save the lives of your pesple.
Shall I move my infantry? Ah, [ zee
that you are going to listen to reason.
And this is not your fault, Mr. Mayor.
By the way, 1 see that Congress reas-

sembles in the Ohio statehouse to-
morrow. Our intelligence se-vice re-
ports great depression. Some already

advise peace, no matter what the na-
tional indemnity.” 1

1 am not saving that this is going
to happen—only that it ean happen. It
is not fiction, but fact, as proved by
this war.
ger of it happening if we spent an ad-
ditional $£50,000,000 a year for defense
with the wisdom and economy of the
big REuropean nations.
(Coprright, 1816, by the Wheeler Srndicate. Inc.)

('This Is the sixth and concluding ar-
ticle In the series of Europe's Hattle-
front Leasoan fer Americea.)

NINE DAILY JOURNALS
SUPPORTED IN SALONIKI

Four Are in French, Four in Greek
and Another in Hebrew-
Spanish,

All of Them Are Bitterly Partisan
and None of 150,000 Inkabitants
Expects Anything Else.

Correspondenie of the Associated Press, .

SALONIKI, Greece, December s
The French and British troopers sta-
tioned in Saloniki since the beginning
of the allied Balkan undertaking never
cease to marvel at the number of news-
papers able to live in a ety of, nor-
mally, only about 150,000 inhabitants,
of whom a very large percentage can-
not read or write. Though the second
city of Greece sinee its conquest by the
Greeks in the last Balkan war, Salenikl
has never been and is not now in any
real sense a Greek city. Indeed, a
seant 25 per cent of the population is
Greek. Yet the city suports five Greek
daily newspapers, three morning and
two afternoon journals. Besides these,
probably the most widely read of all is
the unique daily, the Forward, which
iz printed in 'Hebrew characters for the
benefit of the overwhelming Jewish
population of the place—hut Hebrew
characters spelling out Spanish, not
Hehrew words!

The newspapers of all Greece play a
verv important if not a dominant part
in the politics =0 much the leading oc-
cupation of the Greeks=. There is no
such thing in Greece as a politically in-

dependent newspaper, in the ae that

a newspaper may be politi v inde-
pendent in the United States or in
France. Hvery Greek daily is either
for or against Venizelos—that being
the cardinal political test, This s
true. of course, of those in Saloniki as
well,

The Light, a morning, and the New
Truth, an evening journgl, are the
Greek anti-Venizelist organs, though

the former, in addition to being bitterly
opposged to the late premier, is also pro-
nouncedly pro-German, The Macedonia
and the Greece, both morning journals,
dare the Venizelos orzans in Saloniki,
though the Anchor, an eve £ journal,
while more militarist th: anyithing
elge, also supports Venizelos. The
Snanish-Hebrew  evening  paper, Lhe
Forward, is, as its name implies, so-
cialist in polities and pro-German.

Four French Dailies.
While =
Italian
by the

of
is current
great majority
tants of Saloniki,

spoken  widely,
and universally
fore, four
Saloniki—a
paper for
But in res
lished in
tisanship on

mixture
the

Spanisiy and
snoken
inhahi-

is

tongue

of the
French
generaily

aiso
understood
reald, There are, there-
French dailies puidished
murnir_n: and an evening
¢h political point of view,
peri of the newspapers pub-
French, there is more par-
the sulbject of Lie FBuio-

in

pean war, L' Opinion in the merning and
L'Independent in the evening are the
word-bearers of the entente powers,
and especially of the French, though

both are edited by natives of Saloniki.
On the other hand, the Courier of &

loniki and the New (entury, hoth in
French, are accepted as almost ofticial
pro-tGierman organ=. The former i3 a
socialist paper closely affiliated with
the German socialist party, and the
latter i8 wvirtually the mouthpiecce of
the Austrian consulate at Saloniki.

i{ine other French newspaper is

worthy of mention, the Journal of the

French warship Charlemazne, which,
while not technically published in =Sa-
loniki, has its ecirculation there. It Is
by far the newsiest sheet to he had in
Saloniki, for it prints all the official
communigques of the various countries
at war, ns well as a great deal of in-
formation gleaned from the wireless

gervice of the French battleship, It i=
distributed free of charge to all the
allierd ships lying in the harbor, to the
headquarters and various other of-

fices of the allied armies on land, and
may be subscribed for by pri e in-
dividuals at the rate of 0 cents o
month.

Since the' arrival of the British
troops, an English newspaper has also
been started, and ig said 1o be very
prosperous. It is called the Balkan
News, and is published under the
auspices of the editors of the French

journals L'Opinion and L'Independent.

And there would be no dan-'

|

BOY OFFICERS WITH “INDEPENDENT COMMANDS”
OPPOSE THE ADVANCE OF BULGARIANS; SQUADS
EXPECTED TO PERFORM DUTIES OF A COMPANY,

Visit to the Allies’ Front in Serbia Shows That Troops of
Defenders Are Merely Scattered Over the Ground
and Are Kept Moving On by the Enemy.

By RICHARD HARDING DAVIS.

ALONIKI, Greece, December 13.—On the day the retreat began from Krivolak Gen. Sarrail,
commanding the allies in Serbia. gave the correspondents permission to visit the French and

English front.

each gun, were then at Krivolak and the English base at Doiran.
The Italian correspondent had been detailed as chief of commissariat.

after a lunch en route.

The French advanced position, and a large amount of ammunition, 600 shells to

We leit the train at Doiran,
But

as his idea of campaign rations was hard-boiled eggs and the straw-c wered flasks of his native chi-
anti, he was removed from his command. Fortunately, aiter that, we were the guests of the French
army, and the horrors of war, for us, were at an end. i

Our French “guide” had not informed the English a “mission militaire” was descending upon them,

and, in consequence, at Doiran there were no conveyances to meet us.

But a charming LInglish captain

commandeered for us a vast motor truck. Stretched above it were ribs to support a canvas top, and by
clinging to these, as at home on the elevated we hang to a strap; we managed to avoid being bumped
out into the road. The English captain, who seemed to have nothing else on his hands, volunteered
to act as our escort, and on a splendid hunter galloped ahead of and at the side of the lorry, and, much
like a conductor on a sightseeing car, pointed out the objects of interest. \When not explaining, he was
absent-mindedly jumping his horse over swollen streams, ravines and fallen walls. We found him much
more interesting to watch than the scenery,

The scenery was desolate and bleak.

It consisted of hills that

opened into other hills, from the

summit of which more hills stretched to a horizon entirely of mountains. They did not form ridges,
but, like men in a crowd, shouldered into one another. They were of a soft rock and covered with snow,
above which to the height of vour waist rose scrub pine trees and bushes of holly. The rain and snow
that ran down their slopes had turned the land into a sea of mud and had swamped the stone roads.

In walking, for each step you took forward vou skidded and slid several vards back.

hour to spare yvou had time for a ten-minute walk.

Cross Into Serbia.

In eur motor truck we circled Lake
Doiran, and a mile from the station
came to a stone obelisk. When we

passed it our guide on horseback shout-
ed to us that we had crossed the boun-
dary from Greece, and were now in
Serbia. The lake is five miles wide and
landlocked, and the road kept close to
the waler's edge. It led us through

little mud villages with houses of mud
and wattle and some of stone with tiled
roofs and rafters and beams showing
through the cement. The second story
projected like those of ith:s Spanish
blockhouses in Cuba and the log forts

from which, in the days wlen there
were no hyphenated Americans, our
forefathers fought the Indians.

Except for some fishermen. the Ser-

bians had abandoned these villages, and
they were occupied by English army
& ice men and Infantry. The “front,”
which was hidden away among the
jumble of hills, seemed, when we
reached it, to consist entirely of artil-
lerv.  All along the road the Tommies
were waging a hopeless war against
thie mud, shoveling it off the stone road
to keep the many motor trucks from
skidding over a precipice, or against
the cold, making shelters of it, or wash-
ing it out of their uniforms and off
their persons. Shiveriug from ears to
heels and with teeth rattling, but un-
daunted, they s#tood stripped to the
witist scrubbing their sun-tanned chests

1 for they had come from

1«

the Dardanalles, with ice water. It
was & s=peclacle that inspired confi-
tence,. When a man is so keen after

water to wash in that he will kick the
top off 4 frozen lake to get it, a little
thing like u barb wire entanglement
will not halt him,

The cold of those hills was like no
cold 1 ever felt. Officers who had huni-
ed in northern Russia, in the Hima-
layvas, in Alaska, assured us that never
had they so suffered. The men we
passzed, who were in the amhbulance,
were down either with pneumonia or
froatbite, Many had lost toes and fin-
gers, And it was not because they were
not  warmly  clad. Last wintar in
Franece had taught the war office how

to dress the part: but nothing had pre-
pared them for the cold of the Balkans.
And to add to their distress. for it was
all of tiat, there was no firewood. The
hills were bare of trees, and such cold
s they endured could not be {ought
with green twig=. It was not the hrisk,
invigorating cold that invites von out

of doors. It had no cheery, healthful
appeiadl to =kates, toboggan and the
janzling bells of a cutter. It was the
damp. clammy, penetrating cold of a
dungeot, of an unventilated ice chest,
of . morgue. Your clothes did not
wuarm r»ou, the hedt of vour body had
to warm your clothes. And warm, also,
all of the surrounding hills.

Bombard Ducks With Rocks.

Between the road amd the margin of
ihe lake were bamboo recds as tall as
the edge of these were
gathered myriads of ducks. The fisher-
were engaged in bombarding the
ducks with rocks. They went about
In a methodical fashion. All around the
lake, concealed in the reeds and lifted
a few feet above the water, they had
raised huts on piles. These huts had
a ledge or baleony in front and looked
like overgrown hird houses on stilts.
One fisherman waited in a bhoat to pick
up the dead dueks, and the other huried
stones from a sling. It was the samu
kind of u sling as the one with which
Divid slew Goliath. In Athens 1T saw
small boye using it to throw stones at

lances, and at

1men

an electric light pole, The one the
fisheyman used was about eight feet
long, To ge! the momentum he whirled

it awiftly above lig head, as a cowhboy

swings a lariat, and then let one end
fiy loose, and the stone, escaping,
smashed into the mass of ducks. If

it stunned or killed a duck, the human
water spaniel in the boat would row
out and retrieve it. To duck hunters
at home the sport would chiefly recom-

mend itself through the cheapness of
the ammunition.

On the road we met relays of water
carts and wagons that had been up the
hilla with food for the gunners at the
front: and engineers were at work re-
pairing the stone bridges or d‘lglging
detours to aveid those that had disap-
peared. They were built to support no
greater burden than a flock of sheep,
an ox cart, or what a donkey can carry
on his back, and the assault of the
British motor trucks and French six-
inch guns had driven them deep Into
the mud.

After ten miles we came 1o what a
staff officer would call an “advanced
base,” but which was locally designated
the “dump.” At the side of the road,
much of it uncovered to the snow. were
stores of ammunition, “bully beef” and
barb wire,
of a temporary halting place. It was
just what the Tommies called it, a
dump. We had not been told then that
the alliezs were withdrawing, but one
did not have to be a military expert to
see thal there was excellent reason
why they should. They were so few.
Whatever the force was against them,
the force | saw was not strong enough
to hold the ground, not that it covered,
but over which it was sprinkled. There
were putposts without supports, sup-
port without reserves. A squad was
expected to perform the duties of a
company. Where a brigade was need-
ed there wus less than a battalion.
Agzinst the white masses of the moun-
tains, and the desolate landscape with-
put trees, houses. huts, without any
sign of human habitation, the scat-
tered groups of khaki only accented
the bleak loneliness.

Getting Ready for Action.

At the dump we had exchanged for
the impromptu motor truck automo-
biles of the French staff, and as “Jim-
mie” Hare and 1 were alone in. one of
them we could stop where we liked.
So we halted where an English bat-
tery was golng into action. It had

dug itself into the side of a hill and
rovered itself with snow and pine
branches, Somewhere on one _.of the
neighboring hill the “spotter WAaSs
telephoning the range. The gunners
eould not see at what they were firing.
They could see only the high hill of
rock and snow, at the base of which
theyv stood shoulder high in their mud
cellars. Ten yards to the rear of them
was what looked like a newly made
grave reverently covered with pine
boughs. Through Lhese a rat-faced
voung man, with the receivers of a
telephone clamped to his ears, pushed
his head.

“Light degrees to the left, he
barked, “four thousand yards”

The men behind the guns were ex-
tremely yvoung, but, like most artillery-
men, alert, sinewy, springing to their
appointed tasks with swift, catlike cer-
tainty. The sight of the two strangers
scemed to surprise them as much as
the man in the grave had startled us,
There were two hoy officers in com-
mand, one certainly not y¥et eighteen,
his superior officer still under twenty.

“1 suppose you're all right,” said the
voungzer one. “You couldn't have got
this far Iif vou weren't all right.”

He tried to scow!l upon us, but he was
not successful. He was too lonely,
honestly glad to see any one from be-
yvond the mountaing that hemmed him
in. There stretched on either side of
him to vast distances, massed barrviers
of white agalnst a gray somber =ky; in
front of him—to be exact, just four
thousand yvards in front of him—were
Bulgarians he had never seen, but who
were always “moving him on”'; and be-
hind him lay a4 muwidy road that led to
a railhead, that led to transports, that
led to IFrance, to the channel and Eng-
jand. It was o long. long way to Eng-
iand. 1 felt llke taking one of the boy
officers under each arm and smuggling
him =afely home to his mother.

sir,

“You don't seem 1o have any sup-
ports,” 1 ventured.
The child gazed around him. It was

growing dark and gloomier, and the
hollows of the white hills were filled
with shadows, His men were listening,
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The camp bere all the signs |

If you had an

20 he said bravely, with a vague sweep
of the hand at the encireling dark-
ness: *“Oh, they're about—somewhere.
You might call this,” he added with
pride, “an independent command.”

You well might.

“Report when ready,” chanted his
superior officer, aged nineteen.

He reported, and then the guns spoke,
making a great flash in the twilight.

In spite of the light Jimmie Hare was
trying to make a photograph of the
guns.

! Gun Always Sticks,

“Take it on the recoil,” advised the
;child officer. “It's sure to stick. It al-
ways does stick.” The men laughed.
not slavighly, because the officer had

made a joke, but as companions in
trouble, and because when you are
abandoned on a mountain side with a

lame gun that jams you must not take
it lying down, but make a joke of il

The French chauffeur was pumping
his hern for us to return, and 1 went
shamefacedly, as must the robbers
who deserted the Babes in the Wood.

In farewell T offered the boy officer
the best cigars for sale in  Greece,
which is the woret thing one cay say
of any cigar. 1 apologized for them,
but explained he must take them be-
cauge they were called the “King of
England.”

“I would take them,” said the infant,
*“if they were called the German Eme-
peror.”

At the door of the car we turned and
waved and the two infants waved hack.
1 feit T had meanly deserted them;
that for his life the mother of ecach
could hold me to account.

But as we drove away from the cel-
lars of mud, the gun that stuck and
the “independent command.” I counld
fee in the twilight the flashes of the
guns and two lonely specks of light.

They were the King of England cl-
gars burning bravely.

(Coprright. 1918, by Richard Harding Davis.)

RAILROADS IMPORTANT
IN DEFENSE OF EGYPT

Railroad, telephone and telegraph
make it a much more simple matter to
marshal the elements of defense in the
Land of the Pyramids than it was when
Napoleon 1 brought his soldiers there.
The jrrigation and railroad depart-
ments have been treated as the most
important public services under the
British administration of the country,
and the railroad development has taken
on an especial importance since the out-
break of the war. The raillways of
Egypt, now contributing manifold th:ir
investment”toward the security of the
British frontiers in the middle east, are

described in the following bulletin, is-
Jsued today by the National Geographie

i

Sea, across a great continent of burn-
|i|:g sand, beyond the Nubian desert,
jinto the heavy jungle of Central Africa,
|there lies one of the greatest stean
iroutes in the ea=st, by rail, by boat, and,

then, by rail again. The building of
this way frst made it possible for
England to bring the Sudan into a

state of comparative order and safety,
and consolidated one of the wildest
reaches of land remaining at the be-
ginning of the twentieth century.
Around this steam route the prosperity
of modern Egypt has been built up,
while, along it, the methods and stand-
arde of civilization have encroached
more and more upon the wild, hazard-
ous, want-burdened freedom of the
desert.

Link All Important Cities.

“Egypt's railways, with few and un-
important exceptions, are state under=

takings. The Egyptian Delta Light
railway is the largest of the private
lines. with 625 miles of trackage. It

like the other privately owned lines,

operates in the rich agricultural delta
of the lower Nile. The main lines of
the state system run from Alexandria.
Port Said, Suez and Diametta to Cairo,
thus linking up all the more important
cities of the rich delta and both ends
of the Suez canal with the Egyptian

capital. These lines have branches_
throughout the reglon of the lower
Nile, where are located the most pro-

ductive of the world's cotton felds.

From Cairo one line follows the west-
ern bank of the Nile southward to Nag
Hamadi, where It crosses to the east
bank and runs to Luxor and Assouan
in upper Egypt, serving the irrigable
and fertile core of the great pand
waste.

“In the beginning of the English ad-
ministration, the Egyptian State rail-
way was in a bad way. Its roadbed
was out of repair, its equipment se-
riously deteriorated, and its locomo-
tives and rolling stock were mostly
out-of-date. Its income was not suffi-
cient to keep it in the ways of prog-
ress. Britiesh army engineers were put
in charge, and just before the present
war the railroad had become one of
the government's principal sources of
revenue.

“There were, at the war's outdreak.

11,700 miles of trackage opén to tratie

in the state railway system. Port Said
was connected with Cairo, a distance
of 145 miles, on an express schedule of
four and one-half hours. From-Alex-
andria to Cairo, a distance of 130 miles,
the winter tourist was rushed through
to Caire in just three hours. #The
Egyptian system was linked up with
the SBudan government rsilway to
Khartum and beyond by a steamer
service between Assouan and Wadi
Halfa.

“Thus the long British frontier, from
the blue Mediterranean to the darkest
wilds of interior Africa, was bound io-
gether with steel bands before the
world's peace ended, and now these

lines o{ ‘f-‘gt torr? ui;le oé the highly im-
pertant factors in the European strug-
gle for the east”



